
Handwriting Legibility Rubric 

 1 2 3 4 
Letter Legibility 
Percentage of letters legible 
based on ETCH criteria 

50% or less of 
letters meet 
eligibility criteria 

51%-70% of 
letters meet 
eligibility criteria 

71%-84% of 
letters meet 
eligibility criteria 

85% or more of 
letters meet 
eligibility criteria 

Letter Spacing 
Percentage of spaces between 
letters that are the correct 
size.  Letter spacing is correct 
if letters do not overlap, and 
there is not enough space 
between letters to insert 
another letter. 

50% or less of 
spaces between 
letters meet 
spacing criteria 

51%-75% of 
spaces between 
letters meet 
spacing criteria 

76%-89% of  
spaces between 
letters meet 
spacing criteria 

90% or more of 
spaces between 
letters meet 
spacing criteria 

Word Spacing Percentage of 
spaces between words that are 
the correct size (1-2 letters 
wide). 

50% or less of the 
spaces between 
words are the 
correct size. 

51%-75% of 
spaces between 
words are the 
correct size. 

76%-89% of the 
spaces between 
words are the 
correct size. 

90% or more of 
the spaces 
between words are 
the correct size. 

Letter Sizing Percentage of 
letters sized correctly 
according to lines on the 
paper.  

50% or less of the 
letters are sized 
within the lines 
given for writing 

51%-65%  of the 
letters are sized 
within the lines 
given for writing 

66%-74%  of the 
letters are sized 
within the lines 
given for writing 

75% or more of 
the letters are 
sized within the 
lines given for 
writing. 

Letter Alignment Percentage 
of letters aligned correctly on 
or below the baseline. Letters 
are correct if they are within 
1/16” of the baseline. 

50% or less of the 
letters are aligned 
correctly within 
1/16” of the 
baseline 

51%-70% of the 
letters are aligned 
correctly within 
1/16” of the 
baseline 

71-84%   of the 
letters are aligned 
correctly within 
1/16” of the 
baseline 

85% or more  of 
the letters are 
aligned correctly 
within 1/16” of 
the baseline  

 

Student ____________________________________ Date ____________________________ 

Legible letters written in 2 minutes _______________ Legibility Rubric Score _____________ 

 


